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BEING THERE
We were there last Saturday night!

In the 1979 movie ‘Being 
There’ Chance the 
gardener (AKA Chauncey 

Gardiner) said, “In the garden, 
growth has its seasons. First 
comes spring and summer, but 
then we have fall and winter. 
And then we get spring and 
summer again.”

In the Youngtown Community 
Garden, spring has defi nitely 
sprung and summer is right 
around the corner! Typically, at 
the Garden, there is a potluck 
supper from 6-9 each Saturday 
night. Everyone, including 
kids and grand-kids, is invited 
to a relaxed and thoroughly 
enjoyable evening where old 
friends catch up on each-
others’ lives and invariably 
welcome new friends who are 
attending for the fi rst time. Last 
Saturday night (April 2, 2022) 
was our fi rst post-pandemic 
get together. There were some 
15-20 people who showed up 
and enjoyed fried chicken, Pop 
Eye’s sandwiches, BBQ, shrimp 
cocktails and Rocky-Road Ice 
Cream.  

Way back in 2015, following 
up on the vision of prior 
Councilmembers, Vice-Mayor 
Chuck Vickers had the bright 
idea to take the Town’s old 
Public Works Yard (at the NE 
corner of 114th Drive and 

Peoria Ave) and convert it into 
a Community Garden. Using a 
small amount of seed money 
from the Town combined with 
generous in-kind donations, for 
materials from Home Depot, he 
has organized a dedicated group 

of volunteers and cultivated a 
veritable ‘Eden’ in the middle of 
Town. Vickers and Councilman 
Mike Frances remain the master 
gardeners, on-site chefs and 
‘brains’ of the operation, adding 
new attractions, each year, as 
we move through the seasons.

Replete with dozens of ‘plant 
boxes’ full of everything from 
water melons and berries to 
peppers and tomatoes, the 
garden also boasts plenty of 
fruit trees, fl owers and even a 

pergola walkway with grape 
vines spilling across its ceiling. 
Internal walls are adorned with 
beautiful hand painted murals 
done by various citizen groups 
over the years. Walking paths, 
constructed of pavers, allow 
you to wander among the many 
plant boxes, plant groupings 
and fruit trees. The dining 
and conversation areas are 
concentrated at the east end of 
the garden under a large shade 
canopy. Benches surround a 

large fi re pit nearby.
Each year, the Garden 

donates around a half ton of 
produce to area foodbanks and 
gives residents several times 
that amount. Future plans 
include on-site construction 
of ADA compliant bathroom 
facilities and the possibility of 
making the garden available 
for events like weddings or 
family reunions. Join us, some 
Saturday evening, at one of our 
potluck dinners. If you have a 
group who would like a guided 
tour of the facility, please call 
Town Hall 623.933.8286.

-Michael LeVault, Mayor
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From the Mayor…

Do a Little; 
Make a Difference

This is a reprint of one of my earlier columns…

Michael Francis
Councilmember

For all the heat 
and light 
generated by 

political campaigns 
every election cycle, I’m 
always amazed at the 
seeming lack of interest 
in the actual process of 
government which, like a 
grinding wheel, rolls on 
inexorably and without 
end. Campaigning is fun 
but actual governing is 
hard work.  For example 
Town Council meetings 
in Youngtown, typically 
held every fi rst and third 
Thursday, often play out 
to a nearly empty room 
with only a handful of 
faithful citizens who 
show up month in and 
month out.

Winston Churchill 
once said “…democracy 
is the worst form of 
government in the 
world-except for all the 
rest…” His point being 
that government, by 
defi nition, is a necessary 
evil because, without it, 
chaos or anarchy would 
reign. So, if you agree 
with the notion that you 
must have some form of 
government, it stands 

to reason that it might 
as well be one where 
the people elect their 
representatives and are 
able to actually exert 
some control over them. 
But, if the people aren’t 
paying attention to the 
process of government, 
bad things can and often 
do happen. 

Government and its 
ugly cousin bureaucracy 
both tend toward 
organizational creep; 
slowly inserting 
themselves into our lives 
in unintended and often 
malignant ways.  That 
is why perpetual citizen 
over-sight is so critical 
to a properly functioning 

representative form 
of government. If the 
people stay involved 
and pay attention to the 
process of government, 
they can step into the 
process and shape its 
outcome.

Bigger citizen 
involvement leads to 
better government. 

Don’t be lulled into 
inaction because you 
think you can’t make a 
difference. According 
to Edmund Burke, “…
nobody makes a greater 
mistake than he who 
does nothing because he 
can only do a little…”

 “…you campaign in 
poetry. You govern in 
prose…”
-former New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo
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Copper or Aluminum Wire?

Lately I’ve been 
receiving quite 
a number of 

inquiries regarding 
residential wiring and the 
concerns of Aluminum vs: 
Copper for the conductors. 
The fact is, if either of 
the material types are 
maintained properly, both 
materials will perform 
well.

Aluminum and 
Copper Wiring:

Generally, the problems 
associated with aluminum 
and copper wires for 
electrical service are not 
with the wire, as both 
conduct electricity. But 
problems do arise when 
aluminum wire and 
copper wire are used 
together incorrectly, and 
when aluminum wires 
terminate on devices 
meant for copper wire.

First of all, Aluminum 
and Copper have different 
galvanic properties. 
They will tend to corrode 
each other. Secondly, 
they have different 
heat coeffi cients which 
mean they tend to 
expand and contract at 
different rates which 
can make it extremely 
diffi cult to connect them 
together securely and 
maintain that secure 
connection over time. 
In a period of time, the 
connections tend to 
loosen. Aluminum also 
oxidizes when in contact 
with air; this oxidation 
process can make 
electrical connections 
corrode. An antioxidant 
cream should be applied 

at the connection. Its 
purpose is to keep the 
air off of the Aluminum 
and reduce the oxidation 
process. You should only 
use connectors with 

aluminum and copper 
that are “listed” and 
“approved” for joining 
Aluminum to Copper. 
All devices terminated 
with Aluminum wire 

must also be listed and 
approved for use with 
Aluminum. I will go into 
more detail with these 
two types of wire.

Fire Hazards
Homes and mobile 

homes built between 
1965 and 1973 primarily 
used aluminum for 
conducting electricity 
because it was light and 
relatively inexpensive 
when compared to the 
rising cost of copper 
wire during that period. 
Although aluminum 
deteriorates quicker than 
copper does, and exhibits 
more defects over time, 
the real problems occur 
from the connectors, 
receptacles and switches 
that connect electrical 
circuits together. Weak or 
deteriorating connectors 
-- and constantly or 
heavily loaded circuits 
-- usually contribute to 
the electrical problems 
associated with aluminum 
wire usage.

When Copper 
Meets Aluminum
While copper and 

aluminum can work 
together, they require 
special connectors to join 
these different metals. 
The problem begins when 
two dissimilar metals 
meet; a chemical reaction 
takes place that causes 
them to oxidize. Oxidation 
causes a high-resistant 
connection to develop 
with an unwanted 
voltage drop across the 
connection. Voltage drop 
leads to three potential 
problems: low voltage 
resulting in equipment 
damage, wasted energy 
and poor effi ciency -- and 
the most dangerous of 
all – the loose connection 
causes resistance and we 
all know that resistance 
results in heat which and 
can contribute to fi res at 
high-ampere loads.

By: Jim Fox
Fire Marshal 

Sun City Fire District



REMEMBER
Reading for 20 minutes a day helps build a strong 
lifelong reading habit, and reading is fundamental 
for developing literacy skills!
We are excited to announce that the library is open 
to the public Mondays – Thursdays from 10:00 am 
– 4:00 pm, and we offer curbside service for anyone 
who wants it. 

Some May celebrations include:
May 3:  Teacher’s Day
May 5:    Cinco de Mayo
May 8:  Mother’s Day
May 15:  National Pizza Party Day
May 30:  Memorial Day

BOOK SALE
We are continuing our book sale this month, so stop 
in and fi ll a large bag of books for $5.00!

STORY TIME
is on hold for the time being.  Because social 
distancing isn’t possible in our Story Time area, we 

are currently giving out craft kits for kids to take 
home.  We will resume in person Story Time soon, 
and it will take place on Wednesdays at 11:00 AM 
for kids of all ages.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• The Summer Reading Program registration begins 
this month for all ages, from birth to adult!  Stop in 
and get more information and a free gift when you 
register!  The program will start June 1st and this 
year’s theme is “Oceans of Possibilities”!
• Next month we will have Wild Man Phil back 
with his live animals and reptiles in the Youngtown 
Council Chambers, across from the library.  Please 
join us on June 15th at 11:00 am for this one-hour 
show.  
• Our free ice cream event will be in July to 
celebrate National Ice Cream Month!  Look for more 
info coming soon!

JOIN
Help support our library and join our Friends of the 
Youngtown Library club for only $10.00 per year.

CRAFT CLUB
Meetings are on Monday nights from 5:00 – 7:00 
PM in the Clubhouse.  For more information contact 
Betty Trollen, (623) 974-9130

LOCATION
Both the Library and Historical Museum are located 
in Town Square, between Alabama and Youngtown 
Avenue, just west of 112th Avenue.  For additional 
information about the Library or the history of 
Youngtown, please call (623) 974-3401.

4   May 2022   •   Youngtown Village Reporter   •   youngtownaz.org

Youngtown Public Library
May 2022

Clubs and Organizations

The Library off ers a large selection 
of books, movies, and the 
following FREE resources:
• FREE WI-FI available Monday - Friday, 
   inside and outside of the library

• FREE DVD rental 

• FREE Tax Forms and Legal Forms

• FREE Career Information

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted. 
If you are interested please, contact the board members.

We are planning the 
return of our in-person 
meetings on May 6, 2022!  
It’s been 2 years since we 
were all together, and 
we are excited to see 
everyone again.

We will have our 
traditional Potluck dinner 

that will begin at 5:30 
PM in the Youngtown 
C l u b h o u s e / C o u n c i l 
Chambers. Bring your 
favorite Cinco de Mayo 
food to share.  We’ll have 
a short business meeting 
after dinner.

Again, we look forward 

to seeing everyone 
and we are planning 
an exciting year ahead.  
Please join us!

Any questions, call 
Jay at 623-734-5438 OR 
Charlene at 623-363-
4608.

AARP Historic Chapter #1 
Reopening in May 2022
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

Greetings from the Cit-
izens’ Dog Park Commit-
tee!  Spring is here, so 
get out there and enjoy 
the cooler weather. 

Here is a recap of our 
last meeting:

• We are pleased to 
name Irene Quirino to 
the dog park board!  Wel-
come!  

• Problem: Tossed balls 
keep escaping along 
113th Ave.  Solution:  
Netting will be placed 
along the wrought iron 
wall that runs north and 
south.

• Two trees will be 
purchased for our dog 

park.  One tree will me-
morialize Tim Ayres, a 
long-time resident and 
supporter of our beloved 
park.

• The Town continues 
to support our endeav-
ors by treating the dog 
park for weed mitigation 
as well as aeration and 
reseeding, more informa-
tion to follow.  This en-
deavor includes looking 
at the sprinkler system 
coverage.

• Pavers under the 
tables are shifting, the 
Town will address this as 
well.

Please consider joining 

us for dog park meet-
ings in the kitchen at the 
clubhouse.  Meetings be-
gin at 10:30 am, the third 
Saturday of each month.         
(We don’t bite!!)

CITIZENS’ 
DOG PARK
6a.m. to 10 p.m.

NW Corner of 
Alabama & 
113th Avenues

For Information 
& Donations 
623-974-9756

Now for some word search fun:                      DOG PARK RULES 

U S E C O M M O N S E N S E F 

L S B T L F H I V W Z E A I M 

A M E H W S M C H X E T Y L V 

R A P T O C A I Y G M S I R G 

G L O E H V N F B R Y A P A N 

E L L A T E S  F O O W E N M 

D D I Y O C S B A Y F P R G N 

O O T J P T N A R B P U V F W 

G G E G A Y A R L R L K J M O 

S S E R E B R K H L E C M T D 

I I F R B E L L O W Y I R U M 

D D G R O W L W V Y I P Y E L 

E E E R P N N Y G I E Z O F A 

N O A G G R E S I O N V P R C 

N O U N F I X E D D O G S W T 
USE THE SALLY PORT         CALM DOWN            PICK UP WASTE          BE POLITE               NO UNFIXED DOGS 

SMALL DOG  SIDE              LARGE DOG  SIDE       NO AGGRESSION       USE COMMON SENSE      

FIND THE SECRET HIDDEN WORDS  (10++)  hint~they say it like it is                            WRITTEN BY SUSAN HOUT 
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Each year on the last 
Monday of May, 
Americans celebrate 

Memorial Day. Memorial 
Day is a federal holiday that 
honors and mourns American 
military personnel who died 
while performing their duties 
in service to the United States 
Armed Forces.

Memorial Day has a rich 
history and one thatÕs worth 
revisiting as the nation 
prepares to honor the sacrifi ces 
made by its military personnel 
over the centuries.

• Freed slaves played a role in 
the establishment of Memorial 
Day. The American Civil War is 
the deadliest military confl ict in 
American history, as the Union 
and the Confederacy each 
suffered more than 800,000 
casualties by the time the war 
ended in 1865. According to 
History.com, as the war drew 
to a close, hundreds of Union 
soldiers who were being 
held as prisoners of war died 
and were buried in a mass 

grave in a Confederate prison 
camp in South Carolina. After 
the Confederate surrender, 
more than 1,000 now-freed 
slaves honored those recently 
deceased Union soldiers during 
a ceremony in which they sang 
hymns and distributed fl owers. 
The ceremony was dedicated to 
the fallen soldiers and served 
as a precursor to what is now 
celebrated as Memorial Day.

• Confederate soldiers were 

honored, too. Confederate 
losses during the Civil War 
outnumbered Union losses, 
and those losses were not 
forgotten by southerners who 
survived the war. History.
com notes that, in 1866, the 
Georgia-based Ladies Memorial 
Association, one of many 
similar organizations to arise 
in the aftermath of the war, 
pushed for a day to honor 
fallen Confederate soldiers. In 

fact, these efforts are believed 
to have infl uenced General 
John A. Logan. In 1868, General 
Logan, a Civil War veteran 
who was then serving as 
commander-in-chief of a group 
of Union veterans, ordered the 
decoration of Union graves 
with fl owers on May 30. The 
day would ultimately be known 
as “Memorial Day.”

• It took a long time for 
Memorial Day to become a 
federal holiday. Despite tracing 
its origins to the immediate 
aftermath of the Civil War, 
Memorial Day did not become 
an offi cial federal holiday until 
1971, more than a century after 
the war ended. This is the same 
year the holiday was offi cially 
designated as taking place on 
the last Monday in May. The 
designation has periodically 
drawn the ire of veterans 
and military supporters who 
suggest it is now more widely 
seen as the unoffi cial beginning 
to summer and not a day in 
which the sacrifi ces of fallen 

U.S. soldiers are honored to the 
extent that they should be.

• Debate exists about which 
town has the longest history 
of celebrating Memorial Day. 
A handful of towns claim to be 
the fi rst celebrants of Memorial 
Day. That debate fi gures 
to continue in perpetuity, 
but History.com notes that 
Waterloo, New York, was 
offi cially recognized by U.S. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
as the birthplace of Memorial 
Day in 1966. Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania, and Rochester, 
Wisconsin are some other 
towns that claim to have 
celebrated Memorial Day since 
the mid-1860s.

Memorial Day has a rich 
history that highlights the 
importance of honoring the 
men and women who have 
given their lives while in 
service of the United States 
military.

Interesting Facts about Memorial Day

First 
Annual 

Discovery 
U Talent 

Show

Mayor LeVault, Councilmember Francis, and Vice Mayor Vickers attended the talent show



Have you gotten outside 
yet to enjoy the spring 
weather?  It’s a great time 
of year to get outside and 
recreate or to get those 
tough outdoor chores done 
before the summer heat 
arrives.

The trees, on private 
property, in the Agua Fria 
River bottom and related 
storm drains are being 

removed. Over the years, 
the trees have become 
very overgrown, providing 
a covering for people to 
build shelters under and 
to subsequently build fi res. 
Removing the trees will 
negate the ability to build 
shelters and fi res. 

Street resurfacing was 
completed from Greer Ave, 
south to Peoria Ave. Thank 
you for your patience 
navigating around the 
project. 

Sidewalk trip hazards on 
113th Ave and Youngtown 
Ave have been corrected. 
Continuing work on 
sidewalk trip hazards will be 
performed as required. If you 
observe a trip hazard, please 
contact Town Hall.

Weeds in the alleyways 
and right of ways were 

sprayed. The alleyways are 
sprayed for weeds two times 
a year. The remainder of 
the year, the responsibility 
to keep the alley weed free 
adjacent to homes, is the 
responsibility of the resident.

The Town storm water 
management plan is 
currently under revision due 
to new standards required 
with the development of a 
new permit.

The Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County is 
working on solutions to 
mitigate fl ooding issues 
experienced at various 
locations in Town. The Town 
has met with Flood Control 
many times with the goal of 
providing the best solutions 
to solve fl ooding issues 
caused by heavy rainfall.

The Citizens’ Dog Park 

will have new sod installed 
during the second or third 
week of May. When the dates 
are fi rmed up, notifi cation 
will be posted at the Dog 
Park.

Unfortunately, park 
vandalism increases when 
the weather is warm 
and more people are out 
and about. Vandalism is 
a quality-of-life crime. 
Vandalism, including graffi ti, 
is a crime. When the vandals 
are caught, Youngtown will 
seek prosecution to the 
fullest extent of the law. 
How can residents help to 
prevent vandalism?  When 
witnessing vandalism, i.e., 
someone damaging park 
equipment or committing an 
act of graffi ti, immediately 
call the Maricopa County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce at: 602-

876-1011. Try to give a 
good description of the 
suspect. The location and 
anything else that may 
identify the suspect will 
help the responding offi cer. 
Youngtown is your Town. 
This quiet, relatively safe 
Town is a gem in this large 
metropolis. Don’t let one or 
two vandals destroy it. 

Take some time to enjoy 
the Town’s amenities. A 
leisurely walk around the 
lake while enjoying the 
soothing sound of the 
water features watching 
the waterfowl fl oating 
around will ease your mind. 
Relax in one of the Town 
parks with a book that you 
checked out from the Town 
Library. Engage in, or simply 
observe a council meeting. 
Council meetings are held 

virtually and in person on 
the fi rst and third Thursday 
evenings. Information about 
meeting times and the 
agenda are available at Town 
Hall, the Town website, the 
digital sign boards and park 
bulletin boards. Go for an 
evening stroll on one of the 
newly poured sidewalks and 
get to know your neighbors. 
Take a drive on what we 
consider to be some of the 
best maintained streets in 
the valley. Take your dog 
to the Town Dog Park, or 
simply stop by to observe 
the dogs playing. Play a 
game of basketball or bring 
the kids to the playgrounds 
to let off some energy. Just 
get out and enjoy! 
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In The Works 
May 2022

Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.
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Spring is High Weed Season 
for Enforcement

Spring is here, which 
means the Town’s two code 
enforcement offi cers are out in 
full force to address seasonal 
violations.

The code enforcement 
division has opened numerous 
cases in the past couple of 
weeks for high grass and 
weeds. This is typical for this 
time of the year and you’ll 
see that increase rapidly if 
we get any rain. The Town 
of Youngtown considers any 
grass over 6 inches or any 
weeds to be within violation 
according to Chapter 8 of the 
Code.

In addition to getting the 
noxious weeds and grass issues 
dealt with, code enforcement 
is responsible for investigating 
who is responsible for the 
vacant property in hopes 
of obtaining voluntary 
compliance.  If voluntary 
compliance is not obtained, 
the town could ultimately 

have the property abated and 
a lien assessment applied. 

Although most violations 
are addressed without further 
action here in Youngtown, 
some cases call for a fi ne to be 
issued.

There are many reasons for 
controlling the height of grass 
and having weeds removed. 
It preserves the value of the 
home and beautifi es the Town; 
it also contributes greatly to 
the health and safety of you 
and your neighbors. This can 
cut down on the problems for 
allergy sufferers too. 

Please contact the Code 
Enforcement Division at 
623.933.8286 if you are aware 
of a vacant home in your 
neighborhood. 

Please continue to correct 
possible violations on your 
property. Code Enforcement is 
actively leaving educational 
information and will issue 
notices where violations exist. 

Graffi ti
Graffi ti can appear virtually anywhere, especially 

schools, parks and other areas where individuals feel 
they will not be caught. Graffi ti is a destructive crime 
that victimizes communities by creating blight and 
inviting additional criminal activity.  When graffi ti is 
identifi ed in your area contact the Maricopa County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce to fi le a report at 602-876-1011 or call 
9-1-1- if the graffi ti is in process. 

The deputy can initiate a report including a 
comprehensive description on the graffi ti, paint 
color(s), names, numbers or symbols. Photographs of 
the graffi ti are taken to be used as evidence in the 
event the responsible person is apprehended.  Once 
the Sheriff ’s report has been fi led, please call Code 
Enforcement at 623-933-8286.  It is the responsibility 
of the owner to remove the graffi ti from their 
property within 48 hours. Removing the graffi ti as 
quickly as possible makes it less rewarding for the 
perpetrators. Please contact Code Enforcement for 
additional information at 623.933.8286.

Thank you in advance for your support and 
cooperation in protecting your neighborhood 
and community from blighting and deteriorating 
conditions that have a negative impact on area 
property values and quality-of-life considerations.
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